Bromperidol. A preliminary review of its pharmacodynamic and pharmacokinetic properties, and therapeutic efficacy in psychoses.
Bromperidol is a close structural analogue of haloperidol. Both agents possess similar pharmacodynamic properties which are consistent with central antidopaminergic activity. The available clinical data from non-comparative and comparative trials have shown that bromperidol possesses antipsychotic activity. Its overall efficacy was slightly greater than chlorpromazine and perphenazine, and similar to or slightly better than haloperidol in a small number of comparative studies. Bromperidol frequently displayed a faster onset of action than these comparative agents and there have been reports of bromperidol causing an activating effect. However, extrapyramidal side effects occurred with similar frequency and severity after bromperidol compared with the 3 reference drugs. Data from additional controlled clinical trials are required to confirm the comparative antipsychotic efficacy of bromperidol and to assess whether it possesses any advantages in certain sub-types of schizophrenia.